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In the Specification: 

Please cancel second, third and fourth full paragraphs in column 3, lines 9-44 of the 
specification, in their entirety, in favorof a clean form of second, third and fourth full paragraphs 
in column 3, lines 9-44 as follows. Also accompanying this response is a copy of the original 
paragraphs of the specification which show the addition(s) (by underlining and bold) and the 
deletion(s) (by strikeout) to the canceled specification paragraphs. Please enter the 
replacement specification paragraphs into the record of this case. 
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CLEAN VERSION OF COLUMN 3, PARAGRAPHS 2. 3 AND 4 

Supply location 30 represents a food preparation area (the first location) for 
supplying a number of consunner sites (the second location) 31 , 32, 33 which are in this 
O case hospitals which are sonne distance from each other and from supply location 30. 
\ The supply location 30 receives raw materials and supplies by path RM. At the supply 
location 30 food is prepared, cooled and plated and individual amounts for an individual 
consumer at one of the consumer sites are placed on a tray. Trays for delivery to a 
particular consumer location 31 are placed on one or more racks 15 as described in 
relation to FIG. 1 . The racked arrays are then loaded into a refrigerated transfer vehicle 
35 whereby the food is transferred to location 31 . The transfer vehicle 35 is equipped 
with a load space incorporating suitable cooling means to ensure that trays of food in 
each rack does not exceed predetermined limits. 

The transfer vehicle 35 then delivers along path S the racked arrays bearing the 
food to consumer site 31 . At an intermediate location 34 at the site each racked array 
is unloaded from the transfer vehicle 35 and loaded into a regeneration trolleys 1 1 of the 
type described in connection with FIG. 1 . The loaded trolley 1 1 is then moved closer 
to the location of the eventual consumers of the contents of the trolley 1 1 . The trolley 1 1 
is connected to a power supply and is then powered up to enable the food content of 
the racked array to be automatically regenerated according to a predetermined program 
held in the control unit of the trolley 1 1 . Once regeneration has been completed the 
trolley 1 1 is opened and the trays and their contents distributed to the recipients. 

Once consumption of the food has been complete the trays are returned to the 
racks 15 in the trolley 11. The trolley 11 is then transferred to the intermediate 
location 34 at the consumer site where the racks 1 5 loaded with the now used trays are 
transferred from the trolley 1 1 in a transfer vehicle 35 which returns the used trays and 
utensils to the supply location 30 for cleaning and reloading. 
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2. (AMENDED) A method of preparing" and transporting food for 
rethermalization comprising the steps of: 
at a first location: 

preparing food; 

apportioning the prepared food onto at least one tray; 
loading the at least />ne tray, bearing the apportioned food, onto a 
rack for receiving and supporting a p^jrality of trays in a predetermined alignment; 

providina a transfer vehicle for transporting the rack, loaded with 
the at least one tray bearing \hy^lppp|tion food, from the first location to a second 
location spaced from the firsf io^»tfOn; 

loadiilq the rack, stacked with the at least one tray, onto a transfer 
vehicle for transportatijefri to a second location; 

transporting the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food^in the transfer vehicle to the second location; 
it the second location: 

transferring the rack from the transfer vehicle to a receptacle at the 
second j6cation; and 

rethermalizing the apportioned food while the at least one tray is 
suj^jQrted by the rack at the second lo cation. 


9. (AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step 
of using a mobile trolley incorporating hating/cooling means as the receptacle to 
facilitate rethermalization of1Ffe^appo!;tiDned food on the at least one tray. 

1 0. (AMENDED) Tl\e metl>dd as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step 
of using one of: 

a mobile troll^ inQorpdrating heating/cooling means as the receptacle; 
the mobil^rolley coupled in operable combination with a separate heating 
cooling means; anc 

the^eating/cooling means to facilitate rethermalization of the apportioned 

food on thft qKlpa.ctt nnp tray 
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(AMENDED) A method 
method comprising the steps of: 
at a first location: 

preparing the 
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apportioning the food onto a pluralit/'of trays at the first location; 
providing a maneuverable rack^with a predetermined stacking 
arrangement of particular dimensions and staqKing the plurality of trays, once 
apportioned with food, in the rack; 

loading the rack, stacked;with the plurality of trays, onto a transport 
vehicle for transportation to a second remote location; 

transporting the raoR, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the tralfis^^ veKicle to the remote location; 
at the second remot^Jocation: 

transferring fne"T^]k, at the second location, from the transport 
vehicle to a receptacle, ancMhe receoj^ble having at least one of heating means and 
cooling means, and the receptaCteoeing configured to receive at least one rack; 

aqdvating one of the heating means and the cooling means to 
rethermalize the app6rtioned food of the plurality of trays of the rack; and 

dispensing the plurality of trays, containing the apportioned food, 
to consumers f5r consumption once the apportioned food is sufficientiv rethermalized. 


21, (AMENDED) A method of preparing, transpqpting and dispensing food, the 
method comprising the steps of: 
at a first location: 

preparing food for consu lotion; 
apportioning the food ofito a plurality of trays at the first location; 
providing a maneuy^able rack and stacking the plurality of trays, 
once apportioned with food./ln me raj; 

loadingl the j^^k^stacked with the plurality of trays, onto a 
refrigerated transport vehiclafpr transppftetion to a second remote location; 

transpor^ng the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the second remote location: 

transferring the rack, at the second location, from the refrigerated 
transport vehiclatb a moveable receptacle, and the moveable receptacle having at least 
one of heatinjg means and cooling means, and the receptacle being configured to 
receive at least one rack; 
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activating one of the heating means and the cooling means to 
regenerate the apportioned food of the plurality of trays of the rack^hile contained 
within the moveable receptacle; and / 

dispensing the plurality of trays, containing the apportioned food, 
from the moveable receptacle to consumers for consumption onM the apportioned food 
is sufficiently regenerated; / 

collecting the plurality of trays with the rack in the receptacle 
following consumption by the consumer; / 

removing the at least one maneuverable rack from the moveable 
receptacle; / 

loading the at least one maneuveffable rack back onto the transfer 
vehicle for transportation of the rack from the second location back to the first location 
for reuse while leaving the receptacle at the second location. 

22. (AMENDED) A method o^^eparyig, transporting and dispensing food 
between a series of remote locations, the metnod comprising the steps of: 
at a first location: 1 / 

preparing the food for^©rfsur^i|^ at a first location; 

apportioning the foOT^^onto^^lurality of trays at the first location; 

stacking the trays |n a manually maneuverable rack, and providing 
the rack with a predetermined stacki/g arrangement of particular dimensions; 

loading the maneuverable rack onto a transfer vehicle for 
transportation to a second remote^ location; 

transportinjg the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the second remote location: 

transferring the maneuverable rack, at the second location, into a 
moveable receptacle comprising at least one of heating and cooling means, and the 
receptacle being configiared to receive at least one of the plurality of racks; 

relocating the moveable receptacle to a desired position; 

Activating at least one of the heating and cooling means prior to 
dispensing of the food trays to consumers; 

/ dispensing the food trays to the consumers for consumption; 
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collecting and re-stacking the trays in the rack/^ituated within the 
removing the at least one maneuverablerack from the moveable 


loading the at least one maneuverable rack back onto the transfer 
vehicle for transportation of the rack from the seconcHocation back to the first location. 

23. (AMENDED) A method of pr^ring and transporting food for 
rethermalization comprising the steps of: 

apportioning food onto at leasybne tray; 
at a first location: 

loading at/fea^on^ tray bearing the apportioned food onto a rack 
for receiving and supporting tne at l^st one tray; 

loading th^ r^rcKTcon^^ the at least one tray, onto a transport 
vehicle for transportation to a 

transporiing the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the tpansport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the rerHote location: 

after the rack has been transported to the remote location in the 
transport vehideyfransferring the rack from the transport vehicle to a receptacle, the 
receptacle beir;^ configured to receive at least one rack; and 

activating a heating system and a cooling system to regenerate the 
apportion^ food on the at least one tray on the rack that is positioned in the receptacle. 


(AMENDED) A method of preparing/and transporting food for 
rethermalization comprising the steps of: 

apportioning food onto at least one^ 
at a first location: 

loading at lepst onetpsy bearing the apportioned food onto a rack 
for receiving and supporting the at lea^t^e tray; 

loading the raw, contaihjjng the at least one tray, onto a transport 
vehicle for transportation to a r^ote locatj^ the first location; 

transporting the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the remote location: 
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after the rack has been tran^f^orted to the remote location in the 
transport vehicle, transferring the rack from transport vehicle to a receptacle, the 
receptacle being configured to receive at Lefast one rack; 

providina''ah^ti and a cooling system to regenerate the 

apportioned food on the at least on^^ray on the rack in the receptacle; and 

activating a^feastVie of the heating system and the cooling system 
to regenerate the apportionejkfdDrf^n the at least one tray on the rack that is positioned 
in the receptacle . 

41 . (AMENDEE^ A method of preparing, transporting and dispensing food, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

preparing the food for consumptiory^t a first location; 
apportioning the food onto a pluc^ity of trays at the first location; 
providing a maneuverable racJ^ lacking any heating and cooling means, 
with a predetermined stacking arrangenwit of particular dimensions, and stacking the 
plurality of trays, once apportioned wi^food, in the rack; 

loading the/^rac^staote with the plurality of trays, onto a refrigerated 
transport vehicle for trar sportation to a second remote location; 

transferring the p^k^t the second location, from the refrigerated transport 
vehicle to a moveable rec^Jfe&cle, anqthe moveable receptacle having a heating means 
and a cooling means, ancKth'fes^ecepfatele being configured to receive at least one rack; 
relocatingr the moveable receptacle to a desired position; 
activaUng the heating means and the cooling means to rethermalize the 
apportioned food cff the plurality of trays of the rack; and 

dispensing the x5lurality of trays, containing the apportioned food, to consumers for 

^ consumption/once the apportioned food is sufficieptly rethermalized. 

47. iKlEW) A method of preparing, transpt^inq and dispensing food, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

at a first location: 

preparing foocUbr consumption: 
apportionind^he food onto a pluralitv of travs: 
providiprd^a rack and stacking the plurality of travs. once 
apportioned with food. jR^e rack: 
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loading the rack, stacked with the plurality or travs, onto a transport 
vehicle for transportation from the first location to a remote imermediate location: 

transporting the rack, stacked with the plurality of trays bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the intermediate location: 
at the intermediate location: / 

transferring the rack, stacked withrthe plurality of travs bearing the 
apportioned food, from the transport vehicle to k separate receptacle, and the 
receptacle being configured to receive the rack./stacked with the plurality of travs 
bearing the apportioned food, and having a regeneration device for controlling a 
temperature of the apportioned food / 

activating the regeneration device to commence regeneration of the 
apportioned food of the plurality of trays on /he rack: 

transporting the receptacle with the rack, stacked with the plurality 
of trays bearing the apportioned food, tc/a second location: and 

dispensing the plurality of travs bearing the apportioned food from 
the receptacle to consumers for congtiimption once the apportioned food is sufficiently 
regenerated. / 

48. (NEW) The method according to claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 

following consumption by the consumers, collecting the plurality of 
travs and placing the pluralitv^f travs in the rack received by the receptacle: 

returning from the receptacle back to the intermediate location: 
removing the rack, with the collected plurality of travs, from the 
receptacle and loading tbie rack onto the transfer vehicle for transportation of the rack, 
with the collected plurality of trays, from the intermediate location back to the first 
location for reuse whiie the moveable receptacle remaining at the intermediate location 
for reuse. / 

49. (NEW) A method of preparing, transporting and dispensing food, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

ai a first location: 

/ preparing food for consumption: 
/ apportioning the food onto a plurality of travs: 
/ providing a rack and stacking the plurality of travs. once 

apportioned with food, in the rack: 


11/4AXZ -4:28 PM 


-9- 


09/928,546 

loading the rack, stacked with the plurality of travs. onto a 
refrioerated transport vehicle for transportation from the first location to a remote 
intermediate location: 

transporting the rack, stacked with the pluf^litv of trays bearing the 
apportioned food, in the refrigerated transport vehicle to the intermediate location: 
at the intermediate location: 

transferring the rack, stacked with/fhe plurality of travs bearing the 
apportioned food, from the refrigerated transport vehvfcle to a moveable receptacle, and 
the moveable receptacle being configured to receive the rack, stacked with the pluralitv 
of travs bearing the apportioned food, and haymg at least one of heating means and 
cooling means: 

activating one of the/heating means and the cooling means to 
commence regeneration of the apportioned food of the plurality of trays on the rack: 

transporting the moveable receptacle with the rack, stacked with 
the pluralitv of travs bearing the apcK^rtioned food, to a second location: 

dispensing tbie plurality of travs bearing the apportioned food from 
the receptacle to consumers for consumption once the apportioned food is sufficiently 
regenerated: 

following consumption by the consumers, collecting the pluralitv of 
travs and placing the plurality of trays in the rack received by the moveable receptacle: 

returning from the moveable receptacle back to the intermediate 

location: 

removing the rack, with the collected pluralitv of travs. from the 
moveable rece6tacle and loading the rack onto the transfer vehicle for transportation of 
the rack, with the collected pluralitv of travs. from the intermediate location back to the 
first location for reuse while the moveable receptacle remaining at the intermediate 
locatiorvTor reuse. 
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